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NEW NAME

Ninety-seven entries from 7 countries made it difficult to choose a new
name for this new newsletter/ journal, a merger of the Solar Cookers
International Newsletter and Solar Box Cookers Northwest’s Journal. Special
thanks to the staff of EREC in McLean, Virginia, USA, who sent 41 entries! A
committee of people from both Solar Box Cookers Northwest and Solar
Cookers International made the difficult choice.

Thanks for all the enthusiastic comments you sent about the new, combined
publication. We equally appreciate your many suggestions for ways to improve
it. We will be working to implement many of them over the coming months.

Thanks also to Dave Ruppe of IMPACT Publications in Medford, OR, USA,

who is again donating his layout/typesetting services.

L

Photo by Barbara Knudson

Summer 1995

"Review." defined as svnopsis, critical analysis,
digest, commentary, and compendium, was chosen
to describe this publication's coverage of diverse
solar cookers activities by researchers, ficld program
leaders, advocates and individual users. We chose
cooker rather than cooking because solar cookers
have many additional uses. The final choice is a
composite of six similar entries. See winners and
honorable mentions on back page.

Please pardon uneven printing quality where
we've added late-breaking news and fixed late-
discovered errors. It is in no way the fault of our
kind typesetter. We strive for a highest-quality
publication within a lean budget.

have started solar cooking, far
exceeding our expectations. This
project confirms that the new,
open panel solar cooker “CooKit”
developed last year makes
disaster relief projects
economically feasible for the first
time. Equally important as the
cooker itself is an education
process where women participate
in initial instruction and make
adaptations to local needs through

Kenya Refugee Project Update

SCI’s pilot project in Kakuma began in January 1995 with a
team of three volunteer consultants: Prof. Barbara Knudson
and Engineer Jay Campbell from USA and Kenyan colleague
Faustine Odaba. In two months they introduced 70 families to
solar cooking and trained 18 of the new solar cooks to lead
workshops for others. Since then the work has continued
almost entirely by refugee women themselves. (See Case
Study: Solar cookers in fuel-scarce region.)

In the first few months hundreds of grateful refugee families
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watching this project with interest. A UNHCR report to its

Geneva headquarters says,
“The planning and execution of the SCI training
programme has been extremely impressive. Refugee
participation is very high...The new solar cooking device
(“CooKit™)...seems to avoid most of the technical and
acceptance problems associated with cumbersome box
cookers...More than any other project 1 have seen or read
about, SCI has reached the heart of the problem (sic) of
motivating refugees...the relative success lies in the
immediate, substantial and quantifiable savings in
fuelwood...(which) approach 40%...They can count their
savings immediately.”

Looking Ahead

SCI will continue in Kakuma until at least 1/3 of families
have solar cookers - perhaps another year. We are also looking
ahead to replicate this exciting project, as requested by '
UNHCR.

UNHCR recommends: “The simplicity of the project’s

organisation should be respected...solar cookers are already

a winner at Kakuma in terms of refugee motivation and

participation. SCI should be encouraged to set up projects in

other arid and semi-arid land refugee camps. The benefits to

the refugees, to the local (Turkana) people and to the

environment will be measurable..

* more food on the refugees’ plates, as they will need to sell
less food in order to buy fuel

* areduction, eventually amounting to up to 40% in the
felling of trees at a distance of 5-7 kilometres from the
camp

* fewer conflicts with the Turkana over the felling of trees.”

Half the world cooks its meals over wood fires, and in Easl
Africa about 85% of families do. Large influxes of refugees into
fragile, semi-arid regions are creating acute wood shortages,
malnutrition, and environmental devastation. Refugees in the
Kakuma Refugee Camp in northwest Kenya frequently barter
away part of their meager food rations for enough fuel to cook
the remainder. The fuelwood consumed by the 30,000 refugees
there is far less than what they need. yet is much more than the
fragile environment of northern Kenya can sustain.

Hundreds of thousands of refugees could benefit in East
Africa alone. SClI's expertisc in solar cookers and the
cducation process is unique and urgently needed by refugee
organizations desperately trving to meet people's survival
needs.  Well-meaning groups are inclined to simply
distribute solar cookers with little or no instruction, wasting
scarce resources and failing to help intended users.

Right now we are trying to raise funds to begin a second
project in October, with others to follow. Tax-deductible
donations to make these projects possible can be made to the
SCI Africa Fund. 1724 11th St..Sacramento. CA 95814 USA.

PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

There is no shortage of opportunities to
support needy causes of struggling
charitable groups both at home and
globally. How do I decide where my
limited financial support will go???

The potential for wide replication of
SCI's successful pilot project for
refugees in East Africa has helped me
decide where most of my contributions will
be focused this year. Success of the new
panel solar cooker in Kakuma Refugee Camp
in Kenya has prompted requests for similar
projects from many other refugee camps.
These requests deserve immediate response.
The lessons of Kakuma must be shared with
tens of thousands more refugees.

SCI must keep pace with these unfolding
opportunities. Our expert teams donate
their services, but funds are needed for
supplies and other basic costs. After
careful deliberation SCI's Board has
pledged to try to raise an extra $60,000
for Africa projects this year (double our
original goal of $60,000) in addition to
593,000 in member donations for other 1995
programs.

Our response to these new requests depends
on you, our partners. To you who read
this, T urge several actions:

First, be sure you are a 1995 member of
SCI - basic membership is $38 US, but
donations in any amount make you a
member/partner. For larger gifts, there
often are added tax benefits in giving
stocks or property instead of cash.

Second, enlist your friends. A mere 20¢
per day for a year can give a refugee
family the gift of skills to cook their
full food ration without bartering away
part of it for scarce fuels. A dollar a
day extends that gift to five families.

Third, perhaps a business or service club
you are associated with would like to
sponsor one or more refugee families and
help us move solar cooking to a global
scale. Organizational supporters are
listed in our newsletter.

Pledges by August will determine how many
refugees we can reach this year. Thanks
for whatever you can do.

Clark Shimeall



