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to use the power of the
sun to cook food and
pasteurize water for the

benefit of people and
environments.
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3,000 more families solar cook

BY TERRY GRUMLEY
SCI Executive Director

In 2001, more than 3,000
additional families received
CooKits, training and follow-up
services through SCI’s projects in
Kenya, Ethiopia and Zimbabwe.
SCI also made substantial
improvements in its ability to
assist greater numbers of organi-
zations and communities in
future solar cooking endeavors.

Kakuma refugee camp

2,300 families in Kakuma, Kenya,
received CooKits and training in their use
this past year. SCI initiated a smaller,
more targeted group project within the
camp to provide increased support in the
form of home visits, extra training and

A young refugee woman awaits her solar-cooked meal

additional equipment. As part of that
project, SCI is training families to use
solar cookers in conjunction with Water
Pasteurization Indicators (WAPISs) to
ensure that they have safe drinking water.

The appointment  Continued on page 2

Solar cooker micro-enterprises in Harare

BY PASCALE DENNERY
SCI Program Manager

While visiting the Development
Technology Centre (DTC) of the

| University of Zimbabwe, I had the great
| pleasure of meeting two dynamic busi-

nesswomen, Shelly Mwanza and Maina
Manunure. Both women have success-
fully incorporated selling CooKits into
their small business ventures. While
Shelly began solar cooking at the urging
of her employer, Professor Melford of
the University of Zimbabwe, Maina
learned about the technology through

Florence Shangwa, one of the champi-
ons of solar cooking at DTC.

Shelly, 32, is originally from Zambia.
In 1997, she moved to Harare from the
residence she shares with her husband
and two teenaged children in eastern
Zimbabwe, to do domestic work for Prof.
Melford. Shelly had tried her hand at sev-
eral income generating activities, includ-
ing making and selling knit goods, and
hairdressing. Soon after she got a CooKit,
her hair dressing clients started asking
where they could get a CooKit. Shelly
was inspired to add CooKits to her busi-
ness and sold Continued on page 4
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of Virginia Ruguru as Project Officer provides for
closer supervision of the Kakuma projects and better
cooperation with partners as SCI prepares for eventual
turnover of the project.

Solar cookers are crucial tools used by many camp
residents to cope with increased food and fuel wood
rationing. Trainers often hear this message from
refugees while conducting home visits. SCI’s efforts
to systematically document fuel wood and food sav-
ings resulting from solar cooker use provide the evi-
dence that inspires partner organizations to offer addi-
tional support. Camp walkthroughs often show solar
cooker usage rates exceeding 50 percent.

Due to recent floods, more than 1,000 homes were
destroyed, along with the CooKits within them. SCI is
currently seeking special financial support for replace-
ment of these CooKits.

Aisha refugee camp

Five hundred CooKits — the first produced in
Ethiopia — were distributed as replacements or sup-
plemental cookers this past year. Solar cookers are so
appreciated that many refugees willingly paid small
sums of hard-earned money to obtain replacements.

Prior to this year, SCI relied on an often undepend-
able importation process to get cookers and plastic
bags to the camp. Selam Technical School is now
making CooKits locally, and SCI will work with them
in the coming months to produce a quality product.
Access to local supplies will be increasingly impor-
tant as SCI prepares to phase out of the camp, where
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) plans to begin a period of volun-
tary repatriation of refugees to Somalia. SCI is coordi-
nating schedules with UNHCR to ensure that families
have the skills necessary to take solar cooking with
them wherever they go.

A comprehensive evaluation of the Aisha project
was completed in November, 2001 in cooperation
with UNHCR. Once processed, this data will provide
valuable information that will guide SCI’s future work
in teaching solar cooking skills to people in need.

Zimbabwe

More than 1,000 CooKits were distributed in
Zimbabwe last year through SCI’s partner, the
Development Technology Centre of the University
of Zimbabwe. Adding urban communities in Harare to
the rural outlying areas already served has led to

increased CooKit sales and greater benefits for the
solar cooking teachers/sellers. As more people learn
how solar cooking reduces fuel costs and frees cooks
to spend more time doing other activities, sales of
solar cookers will likely continue to increase. The
addition of a new, charismatic staff member to the
project, Florence Shangwa, and a stronger emphasis
on working with experienced businesswomen and
church networks has contributed largely to rejuvenat-
ing the project.

These accomplishments are impressive, especially
in light of the challenging conditions in Zimbabwe
under which the project is implemented. Social, politi-
cal and economic influences hinder project implemen-
tation activities through curfews, fuel rationing, politi-
cal violence and restrictions on meetings.

For SCI, the Zimbabwe experience is different in
that a) it occurs in regular community settings rather
than in a refugee camp, b) SCI is providing technical
support to a partner that in turn implements the proj-
ect and c) solar cooks pay full price for the CooKit
and bags. Consequently, it is a rich learning opportu-
nity that provides valuable information and insight as
the organization plans for future projects in similar
communities.

Other opportunities

SCI is bringing innovative water testing and solar
water pasteurization methods to Tanzania in collabo-
ration with AHEAD, a US-based nonprofit organiza-
tion. Dr. Bob Metcalf, SCI founder and microbiolo-
gist, continues to lead this research and teaching
program.

Over the past year, SCI has provided technical sup-
port and guidance to individuals and organizations in
countries including Nigeria, Madagascar and Turkey,
and SCI has helped to create new links between those
requesting assistance and skilled individuals and
organizations that can provide helpful services,
Additionally, the SCI board of directors, working with
other refugee service organizations, has formed a task
force to explore a possible solar cooker program for
the neediest populations in Afghanistan.

Building for the future

The actions listed above take place in the context
of accelerating loss of forests and diminishing water
quality worldwide, resulting in illnesses and increased
fuel wood collection burdens for women and their
families in many developing countries. So SCI will
continue with its vital day-to-day activities, while bol-



