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Field Projects Update
Founder,BoardMemberandengineering

professorDr. Ed Pejack from theUSA re
cently workedwith artisansin Aisha,Ethiopia,
andKakuma,Kenya,RefugeeCampsto ex
plorewaysto makesolarcookersin or nearthe
camps.

Aishawasexcitedthat 1500cookershad
just clearedcustomsafterbeingheld many
months,andwould eventuallybe transportedto
theirremotecamp.By thetime thesecookers
havebeendistributedwe hopeto havedevel
opedways to makecookersfor therest of the
familiesandfor all futureneedsright in or near
thecamp.Chief MoustaphasuggestedEd work
with theadobeartisanin Aisha but therewere
no earlysuccesses,

In Kakuma,thecamp’spopulationhas
swelledto 60,000, andan estimated5,000
morefamiliescould benefitfrom solarcookers.
Edconferredwith Women’sProgramDirector
for LutheranWorld Services,Hellen Lipo, sev
eralof the trainers,and staffat the Don Bosco
Vocational Center.

Thework exploringlocalmaterialsfor
cookerswentslowly. At onepoint they realized
thata certainmetallizedplasticmaterialwas

New Decade. New Step
SC! is proudto announcethehiringof our first

EastAfrica Coordinator,Ms. MargaretOwino, in
Nairobi, Kenya.Ms. Owino, SCI’s first non-refugee
staff in Africa, brings anextensivebackgroundin ed
ucation,administrationandenvironmentalissues.

Forthenext two yearsMs. Owino will workwith
SC! trainersin threerefugeecampsto completethe
critical adaptationprocessesin eachsite andoversee
expandingoperationsto reach20,000morefamilies
with solarcooking instructionin thesecamps.

ThereaftertheEastAfrica office will expand
to developtrainingandconsultationservicesthat
will be widely accessibleto themanyinterested
groupsthatareTequestingthem. Until then SCI’s
USA office will continueto handlemost inquiriesandcorre
spondencefrom the regionandto provideeducationalmateri
als andconsultationby mail.

not workingwell, Ed says,and"Suddenly,like
amiracleGladys,former ProjectCoordinator,
appeared.Shewascarryinga gift sheaskedme
to taketo oneof SCI’s other volunteertrainers.
Thesmall woodenstatuewaswrappedin shiny
materialsimilar to the‘spaceblankets’sold in
US campingstores.It turnsout this shiny mate
rial is availablein Kenyaasgift wrap!" The
groupquickly usedthe wrapand awoven
sleepingmat to makea new cooker.Its perfor
mancedidn’t matchthe CooKit but themateri
als showpromise.

In both Aishaand Kakumatheplastic cuffs
provedto be unsuitablewith Kenya pots,asa
replacementfor the high temperaturebags.
However, thosewith Continuedon page2

Great Member Hunt
Fourteenhundredandthirty-five members

providemost of SCI’s support.The more mem
berswe add, the more we can hastenthe spread
of solarcookingto thosewho needit most.
Let’s do a GREATMEMBER HUNT

Therearemanyways to hunt new members,
and it is painlessfor both you andthem.

For example,find oneor more new members
amongfriends, family, andorganizationsyou
belongto andSC! will honoryou by sendinga
gift subscriptionof Solar CookerReviewto an
educationalorganizationoverseas.Here’show
it works: Your
friend or group
sends$40to
getherwith a
notethat says:

Look for
more hunt hints inside.
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M. Uwino, LastAfrica
Coordinator
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President’s Corner
Field projectsin eastAfrica
continueto beour prime
focus for thenext several
yearsaswe completethe
local adaptationof cookers
and cooking methods.About
halfway througha five-year
process,we expect in two or
threeyearsto havea
meaningful,thorough
measureof theusefulness
of solarcooking in thesesun-

rich, fuel-scarceregions. Resultswill bewidely sharedso
wheelsneednotbe reinventedby others.

WeareexcitedaboutMargaretC.A. Owino. SCI’s newstaff

in Kenya. Herwork will accelerateprogressin thecampsand
hastentheday when SCI canhelp developthe first of several.

regionalresourcecenterswheretraining, consultationand
teachingmaterialsareadaptedto local climatesand cultures.

The bottomline is local empowerment.

Tclinologytransfertakestime; this hasbeenthe experience
of fuel-efficient stoves,hayboxesandevenmicrowaves!
Supportinglong-rangevisionary efforts takespatientand
steadfastcourage. Most funding sourcesneedquick results.

Youand I, as SC! members,are vital to bringing this long-

rangevision to reality. Give yourselfa paton the back.

Pleasealsojoin the GREAT MEMBER HUNT seepage1.

HOnoring Others
NegarSafapourwon a researchcompetitionat California

StateUniversity, Sacramento,for work on waterpasteurization
with Dr. Bob Metcalf. She donatedthe$100prize to SCI!
Congratulationsandmany thanks,Negar.

Special thanks to The GreenvilleFoundationand the
First UnitarianChurchof Stocktonfor gifts of $10,000and
$2,000respectivelyfor Africa field projects.

The RubenandElisabcthRausingTrust hasgiven a
secondgrantof $40,650.

Field Projects continued from page 1

cuffscouldpossibly cookwith any clearplasticbag.A cuff
aroundthepot insideanordinaryplastic bagcouldkeepit
from touchingthehot pot.

In Dadaabsupplieswere held up many monthsbecauseall
roadswerewashedout by theEl Niño floods. Many cookers
werelost in the floods andhalf thecamphad to relocate.Our
first taskis to replacethoselost,with thehelp of groupssuch
asFirst UnitarianChurchof Stockton,California, USA. Only
then canwe getback to reachingnewfamilies.

In Zimbabwe,thanksto theBulawayoRotary Club, the
HlekweniTrainingCenter,andthework of RotarianWilfred
Pimentel,work continuesin Ntabazinduna.

Theexchangesof ideasand thesearchescontinueat each
site, asa foundationfor future, wider disseminationand com
mercially successfulproductionandpromotion.As we note
elsewhere,this adaptationprocessis being done"in a fish
bowl" with manyinterestedorganizationswatchinganddoubt
ing it canbe doneWeareabouthalfway through this five year
processin two of thesitesand nearerthe beginningin the
othertwo.

Whenwe finish we will know muchbetterthan we do now
how muchtimeand how much money is neededto introduce
solarcookersin a newsite.This informationwill bewidely
sharedwith all interestedgroups.

We are proud thatover11,000families havebeen
reachedto date, and note that it was done almost entirely
by women from thosecommunities,with low budgets,and
with the help of many SCI volunteersand members.

MOVING? Please let usknow your newaddress.It costs
us$1 USto pay for your returnednewsletterandre-sendit.

Contributors to this Review Many thanksfor
* Layout by DaveRuppe,Impact Publications,Medford, OR, USA.

Editing assistanceby JimArwood
1 Dr. BobMetcalf’s specialreport

Solar Cooker Review
TheSolarCookerReview is publishedtwo or threetimesa yearto cx

changeinformationfrom aroundthe world on solarcookers’uses,dis
seminationstrategies,educationalmaterials,andadaptationsto diverse
social andcultural needs.From time to time we coverrelatedtopics such
as women’sissues,trees,woodshortages,health, nutrition, air pollution,
environmentandclimates.

TheSolarCookerReview is sentto all who contributemoney ornews
aboutsolarcookerprojects.Singlecopiesaresentfree to selectedli
brariesandgroupsoverseas.

We welcomereportsandcommentaryrelatedto solarcookersfor pos
sible inclusion, Thesemay be editedfor clarity orspace.Pleasecite
sourcesfor datawherepossible.We will gladly credit your contribution.
Sendto SC! REVIEW, 1919 21st St., Suite#101, Sacramento,CA95814
USA, fax 916-455-4498,Email sei@igc.org

This publicationemergedfrom two: The SolarCookersInternational
SCI Newsletterandthe SolarBox Journalof SolarBox CookersNorth
west SBCN.BevBlurn is the editor with asaistsncefrom JimArwood,
and layout anddesignaredonatedby IMPACT Publicationsin Medford,
OR, USA. SCI is a mostly-volunteer,nonprofit groupwhose missionis to
spreadsolarcookingto benefit peopleandenvironments.


