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Zimbabwe Solar Decade Proiect

l-r. Field Coordinator Rejoice Matema, Ntabazinduna Coordinator
Sithenjisewe Masuku, SCI Trainer John Mitchem, Epworth Coordinator
Murielle Toriro and SCI Trainer Faustine Odaba.

The United Nations Ed-
ucational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UN-
ESCO) is sponsoring a
World Solar Summit in
September in Harare, Zim-
babwe, to launch a World
Solar Decade, during
which solar technologies
will be encouraged and
made available to all of hu- !
manity.

Early this year UN-
ESCO invited SCI to help
initiate a Solar Decade
solar cooking project in
Zimbabwe. In May SCI
met with Zimbabwe com-
munity organizations and government repre-
sentatives to plan the project and select two
communities for pilot tests. The Department of
Energy assigned staff to assist the project, and
the Development Technology Centre at the
University of Zimbabwe agreed to coordinate
the field work, which began in June. Sites cho-
sen were Epworth, on the edge of the
city Harare, and a small rural community,
Ntabazinduna, near Bulawayo. In both areas
fuel is scarce and expensive.

The first team of SCI International Volunteer

Trainers included Faustine Odaba from Kenya,
and Patt Hull, Bob Metcalf, Louise Meyers,
and John Mitchem, all from the USA. They
were joined by two experienced solar cooks
from PLAN International-Mutare, Mary
Chadambuka and Clarah Mabhati. In just three
weeks fifty families in each site had purchased
solar cookers and attended a training work-
shop. The teams also oriented the new local
Continued on page 2

Epworth and Ntabazinduna Pioneers

By Patt Hull
It was my privilege to be part of a team of

week, and this day they were busy knitting and

crocheting. Many of them earn income from

SClI trainers who spent four weeks at two sites selling beautiful hand-made sweaters, doilies

in Zimbabwe. We first met with the Epworth and bed spreads. They agreed to be pioneers in
— Zimbabwe to decide if the simple CooKit could

“The sun is free” help alleviate the difficulties caused by cooking

. ﬁe fuel shortages. They discussed how they would
Zuvs harl fengwe (Shona) schedule meetings and select the first 50

Tlenga Kalilambsdalo (Ndebele) women to participate in training sessions.

When the solar cooking demonstrations
began everyone was interested. Passers-by on
the market place road stopped to listen. Even
the big clouds that Continued on page 5

Women’s Group in Epworth, a fast-growing
low-income area on the edge of
Harare. The Women’s Group gathers each



