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World Solar Summit

About 1000 people from around the globe
gathered in Harare, Zimbabwe, at the invitation
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization to review the poten-
tial and the current state of technologies de-
rived from solar and wind energies. The focus
was mostly on large-scale, high-tech photo-
voltaics, and mostly bypassed applications for
individual households. The exception was
solar cooking demonstrations, which drew
large crowds in the exhibit area.

Zimbabwe Solar
Decade Project

As a token of thanks to President Mugabe
for hosting the World Solar Summit, UN-
ESCO proposed a solar cooker project for
Zimbabwe. They invited SCI to map out a
plan for a nationwide project, which we did
through meetings with numerous Zimbab-
wean government and private organizations.

In June the project began in two pilot commu-
nities: Epworth near Harare and Ntabazinduna
near Bulawayo.

By September there were a hundred enthusi-
astic solar cooks in the two communities, and
twenty women had become solar cooking in-
structors. At the World Solar Summit these
newly-trained women solar-cooked dozens of
foods for people to sample and very capably
answered questions of thousands of visitors at-
tending the four-day conference.

At the Summit the new trainers from rural
Ntabazinduna and their urban sisters from Ep-
worth met for the first time. They worked to-
gether all day every day at the Summit, and
also met evenings to hammer out details of
their strategies for spreading solar cooking in
their own communities.

Local production of the CooKits and the
high-temperature plastic bags in Zimbabwe is
underway, and wider Continued on page 2

Addressing houschold energy needs also has
far-reaching benefits for governments. These
were well summed up by a rural Zimbabwean
visitor to the solar cooking exhibit: “Today
young women don’t want to live in rural areas
because they must work so hard, going long
distances to search for scarce fuelwood and
having to carry it back long distances. Solar
cookers could lighten their work so they would
want to stay in the rural areas.”

SCI’s International Trainers Don Coan, Barby
Pulliam and Dr. Ed Pejack with Dr. Anderson
Shankanga of UNESCO Zimbabwe.

SCl Membership Drive

S.C.I seeks 500 new
members.

Join now at introductory
rate - only $25

through April 1997,

Make a difference for
families in fuel-scarce areas
of the world. (See form
inside back cover.)
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President’s Corner
John Collentine, President

1996 has been a good year,
full of activity and much
excilement, and passing
swiflly. Looking at the 1996
Reviews we can see why

it was such a good year.
Your great support and
synergy made it all possible.

In cach Review I've emphasized the need for growth in
membership. There are a couple of reasons: Foremost is
the nced to strengthen SCI's support to meet the many
requests for solar cooking help we continually receive.
The second is an opportunity for you to share with
friends, relatives and neighbors the excitement of directly
improving others' lives and making this world a little
better for all of us and future generations.

SCI's Board will launch a Membership Campaign to
add 500 new members between January 1 and May 1.
1997, The Campaign will be chaired by Past President
Clark Shimeall. a stalwart supporter of SCI since its
beginnings.

I ask you to volunteer your time to recruit 1 or 2 new
members to our lean, efficient grass-roots efforts.
Their support will help bring solar cooking directly to
areas in urgent need.

In October your Board of Directors had an all day

planning session to make tough choices and.set goals for

1997. The highest priority goals are to:

= Continue projects to reach more refugees in Kakuma
and Dadaab;

e expand new Zimbabwe project to 4 new communities;

* Begin a project in Ethiopia:

¢ Plan new projects with current partners in Africa and
Asia;

» Evaluate all projects for continued fine-tuning;

» Explore ways to measure the impact of solar cooking
when refugees return home;

* Increase durability of CooKits and bags;

» Continue to serve as an international center for solar
cooking information;

e Strengthen advocacy for sustainable solar encrgy to
address environmental and health problems;

® Increase agency resources through a membership drive:

The more members we have the more we will be able to
do. SCI depends on its friends - without you we are
just an idea. Thanks!

Zimbabwe Solar Decade continued

distribution is set to begin about mid-November. For the first
year cookers will be available only through the trained in-
structors in these two pilot communities, to maximize con-
sumer successes with solar cooking. Buyers will first attend a
workshop on how to solar cook, and afterwards the instructor
will follow up with home visits and further group meetings as
needed to help women adapt their new cooking skills to their
particular needs. This in-depth education and adaptation
process will become less and less needed as more women gain
experience and can coach each other. Cookers will be sold for
$3.50 US. Instructors estimate that families will save this
much or more every month thereafter by not having to buy as
much fuel. The trainers report their neighbors are eagerly
awaiting to buy one.

Refugee Projects Update

Difficulties in getting solar cookers to refugees are legion:
countless delays in transport of supplies to the remote camps;
sporadic communication with local coordinators where there
are no telephones and very slow mail service; debilitating
illnesses such as malaria and typhoid among the solar cookers
project staff as well as the other refugees—all these on top of
the ongoing challenges of insufficient food and shelter, the
harsh climate, scant water supplies, and constant potential for
conflict within the camps. Despite these and more, our
courageous staff in these shoe-string-budget projects—mostly
refugee women themselves - have empowered over 4500
refugee families (about 25,000 refugees) and progress
continues.

In Kakuma new, improved CooKits will soon be intro-
duced. Even more compact and with lamination on both sides,
we expect these will last 5-7 years, compared to the ordinary
cardboard ones which need replacing after about two years.
The high temperature plastic bags need frequent replacing
(about 5 per year per family), but the cost is still far less than
families would pay for fuel.

In Dadaab, sixteen new extension workers—all enthusias-
tic solar cooks—were trained last month. They will work with
the 36 regular GTZ extension workers to reach the unexpect-
edly large numbers of people wanting solar cookers. Several
hundred families who had already planted trees and nur-
tured them for 3 months still had been waiting several more
months to get instruction and their cookers. The new staff
hope to reduce that backlog and help more people get cookers
sooner.

There are some delays in the start-up for Ethiopia while
local adaptations are worked out for local production.



