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World Solar Summit
About 1000 peoplefrom aroundtheglobe

gatheredin Harare,Zimbabwe,at theinvitation
of the UnitedNationsEducational,Scientific
andCulturalOrganizationto reviewthepoten
tial andthecurrentstateof technologiesde
rived from solarandwind energies.Thefocus
wasmostlyon large-scale,high-techphoto
voltaics,andmostlybypassedapplicationsfor
individual households.The exceptionwas
solarcookingdemonstrations,which drew
largecrowdsin theexhibit area.

Zimbabwe Solar
Decade Project

As atokenof thanksto PresidentMugabe
for hostingthe World SolarSummit,UN
ESCO proposedasolar cookerproject for
Zimbabwe.Theyinvited SC! to mapout a
planfor a nationwideproject, which we did
throughmeetingswith numerousZimbab
weangovernmentandprivateorganizations.
In Junethe projectbeganin two pilot commu
nities: Epworthnear ilarareandNtabazinduna
nearBulawayo.

By Septembertherewerea hundredenthusi
astic solarcooksin the two communities,and
twenty womenhadbecomesolarcookingin
structors. At theWorld SolarSummit these
newly-trainedwomensolar-cookeddozensof
foodsfor peopleto sampleandverycapably
answeredquestionsof thousandsof visitors at
tendingthe four-dayconference.

At the Summitthe newtrainersfrom rural
Ntabazindunaandtheir urbansistersfrom Ep
worthmet for thefirst time. They workedto
getherall day everydayat the Summit,and
also meteveningsto hammerout detailsof
their strategiesfor spreadingsolarcookingin
their own communities.

Local productionof the CooKits andthe
high-temperatureplastic bagsin Zimbabweis
underway,andwider Continuedon page2

Addressinghouseholdenergyneedsalso has
far-reachingbenefitsfor governments. These
werewell summedup by arural Zimbabwean
visitor to thesolar cookingexhibit: "Today
youngwomendon’t want to live in rural areas
becausetheymust work so hard,going long
distancesto searchfor scarcefuelwoodand
havingto carry it backlong distances.Solar
cookerscould lighten their work so they would
want to stay in the ruralareas."
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SCI’sInternationalTrainersDon Coan,Barby
Pulliam andDr. Ed Pejackwith Dr. Anderson
Shankangaof UNESCOZimbabwe.

SCI Membership Drive

S.C.l seeks 500 new
members.
Join now at introductory
rate - only $25
through April 1997.
Make a difference for
families in fuel-scarce areas
of the world. See form
inside back cover.
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SPresident s Corner
John Collentine, President

1996 hasbeena goodyear,
full of activity andmuch
excitement,andpassing
swiftly. Looking at the l96
Reviewswecanseewhy
it wassucha goodyear.
Your greatsupportand
synergymadeit all possible.

In eachReviewI’ve emphasizedtheneedfor growth in
membership.Therearea coupleof reasons:Foremostis
theneedto strengthenSCI’s supportto meetthemany
requestsfor solarcookinghelpwe continuallyreceive.
Thesecondis anopportunityfor you to sharewith
friends, relativesandneighborstheexcitementofdirectly
improvingothers’lives andmakingthis worlda little
betterfor all of us andfuture generations.

SCI’s Boardwill launcha MembershipCampaignto
add 500 new membersbetweenJanuary 1 andMay 1,
1997. TheCampaignwill be chairedby PastPresident
Clark Shimeall. a stalwartsupporterof SCI sinceits
beginnings.

I ask you to volunteer your time to recruit 1 or 2 new
membersto our lean,efficient grass-rootsefforts.
Their supportwill helpbringsolarcookingdirectly to
areasin urgentneed.

In Octoberyour Board of Directorshadanall day
planningsessionto maketoughchoicesand.setgoalsfor
1997. Thehighestpriority goalsareto:
* Continueprojectsto reachmore refugeesin Kakuma

andDadaab;
* expandnewZimbabweprojectto 4 newcommunities;
* Begina projectin Ethiopia:
* Plannewprojectswith currentpartnersin Africa and

Asia.
* Evaluateall projectsfor continuedfine-tuning;
* Explorewaysto measuretheimpactof solarcooking

whenrefugeesreturnhome;
* increasedurability of CooKits andbags;
* Continueto serveasan internationalcenterfor solar

cookinginformation;
* Strengthenadvocacyfor sustainablesolarenergyto

addressenvironmentalandhealthproblems;
* Increaseagencyresourcesthrougha membershipdrive;

Themorememberswe havethemore we will beable to
do. SC! dependson its friends - without you we are
just an idea. Thanks!

Zimbabwe Solar Decade continued
distribution is setto beginaboutmid-November.For the first
yearcookerswill be availableonly throughthetrainedin
structorsin thesetwo pilot communities,to maximizecon
sumersuccesseswith solarcooking. Buyerswill first attenda
workshopon how to solar cook, andafterwardsthe instructor
will follow up with homevisits andfurthergroupmeetingsas
neededto helpwomenadapttheir newcookingskills to their
particularneeds.This in-deptheducationandadaptation
processwill becomelessandlessneededas morewomengain
experienceandcancoacheachother. Cookerswill besold for
$3.50 US. Instructorsestimatethat familieswill savethis
muchor moreevery month thereafterby not havingto buy as
muchfuel. The trainersreport their neighborsareeagerly
awaitingto buy one.

RefugeeProjects Update
Difficulties in gettingsolarcookersto refugeesare legion:

countlessdelaysin transportof suppliesto the remotecamps;
sporadiccommunicationwith local coordinatorswherethere
areno telephonesandvery slow mail service;debilitating
illnessessuchas malariaandtyphoid amongthe solarcookers
projectstaffaswell asthe other refugees-alltheseon top of
theongoingchallengesof insufficient food andshelter,the
harshclimate,scantwatersupplies,andconstantpotential for
conflict within thecamps. Despitetheseandmore,our
courageousstaff in theseshoe-string-budgetprojects-mostly
refugeewomenthemselves- haveempoweredover 4500
refugeefamiliesabout25,000refugeesandprogress
continues.

In Kakumanew, improvedCooKitswill soonbe intro
duced. Evenmorecompactandwith laminationon both sides,
we expectthesewill last5-7 years,comparedto the ordinary
cardboardoneswhich needreplacingafterabouttwo years.
The high temperatureplasticbagsneedfrequentreplacing
about5 peryearperfamily, but the costis still far less than
familieswould pay for fuel.

In Dadaab,sixteennew extensionworkers-allenthusias
tic solarcooks-weretrainedlastmonth. Theywill work with
the36 regularGTZ extensionworkersto reachthe unexpect
edly largenumbersof peoplewantingsolarcookers.Several
hundredfamilieswho had already planted treesand nur
tured them for 3 months still hadbeenwaiting severalmore
monthsto get instructionandtheir cookers.The new staff
hopeto reducethat backlogandhelpmore peoplegetcookers
sooner.

Therearesomedelaysin the start-upfor Ethiopia while
local adaptationsareworkedout for local production.


