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Heroic is the best singleword for the
work of Mrs. MargaretC.A. Owino,SCI’s
EastAfrica Coordinator,basedin Nairobi,
Kenya. On the job slightly more than a
year,Margaretfamiliarized herselfwith
SCI’sprojectsin KenyaandEthiopia-
with theconditions,the people,and the
gradualheadwaySC! hasbeenmaking in
teachingsolar cookingin Kakumaand
Aisha refugeecamps.

Then, sheplungedright in.
Margarethas negotiatedwith UN offi

cials in Ethiopia.She’s researchedalterna
tive suppliersfor solarcookinggear like
reflectivefoil, pots, plasticbags,andblack
paint. She’s field-testedsamplesof gear and
experimentedwith variousschemesto
bring cookercostsevenlower and to enable
refugeesto makeor finish cookers.She’s
unsnarledhang-upsin gettingsuppliesfrom
Nairobi acrossthe wild desertto Kakuma.
At times,when necessary,Margarethas

traveledby truck for a
day and a half to reach
thecamp,sosheap
preciatesthe logistical
challengesfacedby
truckersin thearid
gulchesandplains.

More than a diplo
mat, researcher,engi
neer and shipping
agent, Margaretis a
teacher,a teacherof
teachers.Whenshe
startedsupervisingSCI’swork in Kakuma,
her leadershiprallied the refugeestaffof
thesolarcookerproject. Early on,shegave
anextendedTrainingof Trainersworkshop
for thesolarprojectstaff. Theworkshop’s
themewas"ParticipatoryTrainingMethod
ologies"and includedteambuilding and
problemsolving.Thetrainersfeel more
confidentasa result Continuedon page3

SCI Welcomes Nadir Aden
We areproud to

welcomeaboardour
neweststaffmember,
Nadir Aden. Nadir
washired in early
May by EastAfrica
CoordinatorMargaret
C.A. Owino. His role
will be that of a coor
dinatorfor SCI’s

Nadir Aden Ethiopiaproject, lo
catedin Aisha camp.

The positionwill requirea multitudeof
skills and dedicationto thepracticeof solar
cooking.

Nadir’s dutieswill consistprimarily of
organizingthe project,incorporatingsolar
cookingsuppliesinto the local marketplace
and collecting data. No doubthis continu
ouspresencewill alsoplay a vital role in

keepingthespiritsof the solar cookshigh.
An immediateresponsibilityfor Nadir

wasthe recruitmentof six trainers.With the
help of UNHCR staff, EthiopianAdminis
tration for Refugeeand ReturneeAffairs
ARRA officials, and refugeeelders,
womenand youth representatives,Nadir
screenedpossiblerecruitsandselectedthe
following individuals:

Ayan OsmanAbdi
SaadaMomin Aden
KadraHassanAhmed
AshaAbdi Buh
Lula JamaGahair
ZeinabJamaHashi

Otherpriorities include monitoringthe
usageof CooKits,suchasthe typesof food
cooked,cookingfrequenciesand userpro
files-gender,age, Continuedon page2
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The first six monthsof 1999 have
beenbusyonesfor SolarCookersIn
ternationalSC!, with much effort
goinginto thesearchfor a newexecu
tive director.In April, boardmembers
Elvira Williams andI representedSC!
in Washington,D.C. at theannual
meetingof InterAction,anumbrella
group for non profit organizationslike SC! which arein
volvedwith internationaldevelopment.

SCI’s EastAfrican representative,MargaretOwino,
reachedanagreementwith UNHCR to continueSCI’s
limited projectat the Aisha, Ethiopia, refugeecamp.This
will allow us to supply bagsand solarcookinginforma
tion to the refugeesat thecamp.We welcomeMr. Nadir
Aden as SCI’s field coordinatorfor Aisha, and the six
trainershehasselectedto assistwith the project in the
camp.

SC! developeda memoof understandingfor a partner
shipwith theUniversityof Zimbabwe,Development
TechnologyCentre.Thiscollaborativeprojectwill bring a
closertie to thepeopleof Zimbabwefor widerdissemina
tion of solarcookingandthe introductionof entrepreneur
shipto the womentrainersthere. It enhancesprospectsfor
creatinga commercialbasefor expansionof solarcooker
usewhile creatinganopportunity for womentrainersto
operatesmallbusinessesand generateincomefor their
families.

As always,SC! is looking for help to increaseour won
derful group of supporters.Oneof the keys to support
growth is making peopleawareof SC! and its transform
ing projects.We encourageyou to give friends,relatives,
and othersanopportunity to participatein the good news
of solarcookingfor peopleand environmentsof our beau
tiful world.
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Nadir Aden continued from page 1
etc. In his first monthly report,Nadir notesthat many
families are in needof replacementbags.However, those
that havebagsuse their CooKits to cook tea, rice, wheat,
meat, andpasta. Nadir will also conducta marketsurvey
to identify possiblevendorsof supplies.He hasalready
takenstepstowardthis end by placing insulationbagsin
threelocal shopsand directing local projectstaff to make
refugeesawareof thesesupply locations.In addition,
Nadir will continueto explorelocal productionof sup
plies and reuse/recycleoptionsfor worn outbags.

Theseand othertasksset asidefor the newAishacoor
dinator arenot easyones.Nadir will needto work well
with refugeefamilies, local officials and NGO staffmem
bers.Nadir, born in Gode,Ethiopiaandschooledin both
Ethiopiaand Somalia,hasa solid education,which in
cludescomputerand accountingtraining. He also hasex
perienceworking in managerialroles. Skills he gained
while working asa nutritional worker,agricultural project
coordinatorand ruraldevelopmentmanagerwill no doubt
aid him in his newrole aswe!!. But most importantly, he
hasgood peopleskills, which areinvaluablewhen it
comesto thespreadof solarcooking.

We wishNadir thebest of luck and welcomehim to
SC! and theworld of solarcooking.

Executive Director Search
in Progress
As of the publication deadlinefor the Solar

CookerReviewin earlyJuly, I report that the search
for a new executivedirectoris still in progress.The
searchcommitteehasextensivelyreviewed44 appli
cants,and followed this up with phoneinterviews
andin-personvisits. Theprocesshasbeenlength
enedby thedifficulties in coordinatingavailability of
bothcandidatesand searchmembers,which at times
hasbeenquite challenging.

I thankfellow searchcommitteemembersNorge
Jerome,Linda Helm Krapf, ClaudeThau, and Elvira
Williams for theirdedicationand effort on this most
importantsearch.

Bob Metcalf
Co-chair,ExecutiveDirector SearchCommittee

Contributors to this Review


