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Pardon the Missing Newsletter
This newslettercombinesSummerandFall issues.

This summerwasourbusiesteveraridwe were floodedwith

requestsfor information from institutions andindividuals

all over theworld. We choseto focusour limited resources
on that priority andhopeyou agreewith ourdecision.

1990 Solar Cooker Census
Over five hundredresponsesto a surveyin our winter

1990 newslettertold us the following:

HOW INFORMATION SPREADS
Most peoplehadfirst heardaboutsolar cooking

through media, andonly within the last three years.
Most who becomesolar cookstell manyothers- 20

on the average. Oneout of four told 75 or more. Ten per
centof userstold 250 or more.

KNOW OTHER SOLAR COOKS?
Only 1/3 of respondeesknow of otherswho have

solar cookers. Of these3/4 knewof at least2, 1/4 knew
at least 10 and 1/10 knew 40 or more. When askedto
guesshow manyof thosecookersare beingused fairly
regularly mostpeopleguessedabouthalf.

USE
Asked if they hadactually seena solarcookeronly

338 61% had, andof thoseabout 70% 253 had tried
one themselves. Ninety per centof thesewerebox-type
cookers; 86% usethe cookerat leastoccasionallyand
half use them regularly. Of the fourteenper cent that
useda solar cookeronly onceor twice and then stopped,
1/2 weren’t pleasedandthe other 1/2 were unableto get
or make their own cooker.

GEOGRAPHY OF RESPONSES
56% U.S. 8% Latin America
12% Canada,Europe 15% Africa
9% Other

GETTING COOKERS
Eighty per centof usersbuilt their own. One-third

hadsomedifficulty building it; one-fifth haddifficulty
getting materialsto build.

BENEFITS
Fromall respondentsthe three mostimportant

benefitslistedwere environmental - 63%, fuel savings -

50 %, andconvenience- 42%.

PROBLEMS WITH SOLAR COOKERS
Of all problemsmentioned,one-fourthwere related to

weatheror not having a sunny place for the cookei .. 2
were relatedto box design too light, too heavy.etc..
about 15% of userscited problemsof food not getting
fully cookedand6% felt it cookedtoo slowly.

The Tanzanian "Babat:
Basket"

RochelleandPaul Funk proved onecan cook in
almostanything! Two basketswith dry grassbetween
them andwith mylar plastic tuckedin at the top
surroundinga black coveredpot cookedrice in four
hours.

Funks also madeavideo of Tanzanianwomen
making solar cookersby sewing largegrassmats into
"boxes."

Mark Your Calendar -

1992 Conference
As an outgrowth of the 1991 Spring Think Tank.

SBCI will cosponsorwith the University of the Pacific a
Conferenceon SolarCooking UseandTechnology
Worldwide on June 19-20, 1992 in Stockton,
California. Therewill be paperpresentations.
roundtable discussions,reportson promotion projects.
displays and audiovisual materialson all aspectsof
solar cooking - environmental, cultural, appropriate
technology,health, engineering,governmentalto name
a few.

You are urged to send a 1-2 pageabstractor letter 2
is cleccr ,e vn irr 5f’nalion, display, posteror

other material by November 1, 991 to: E.R.Pejack. 102
Khoury Hall. University of the Pacific, Stockton, CA
95211 USA.


