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THRASHER PROJECT
1993Is the third yearof SBCI’s partnershipprojectin

Belize andHonduras,fundedby the ThrasherResearch
Fund.Our threepartneragenciesare Bellze Enterprisefor
SustainableTechnolorBEST, the Women’sEntrepre
neurialDevelopmentOrganizationODEF In Honduras,
andKatalysis,a north-southagency-buildingorganization.

The following are someof the earlyfindings: ODEF
believesoneHondurancommunityhasreachedthe "critical
mass"of solarcooksfor solarcookingto continuespreading
spontaneously.Humidity andunpredictablecloudsmake
solarcookingdifficult In someregions.Materialsto build
cookersare oftenstifi too expensiveandhardto get. One
goal of the ThrasherProjectis to identiI, regionally
appropriatematerialsfor durable,low cost cookers.Other
tasksof the ThrasherProjectfor 1993 include:
* the third yearof householdinterviewsin Belize and
Hondurasandanalysisof the results
* theLatin American/CaribbeanConferenceon Solar
CookingUse andTechnolorIn HondurasJune9-11, 1993.
* continuedoutreachto households,schoolsandother
agenciesIn HondurasandBelize.
* a revisionof our Leader’sManualto incorporatethe results
andnewwisdomgainedthroughthe ThrasherProject.
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CAMPAIGN FOR
AFRICA NETWORKS

To meetits 1995goalsSBCI is launchinga campaign
to raise$4.3million over the nextthreeyears.Key
componentsof SBCI’s plan includeregionalnetworksand
resourcecentersin theAmericas,Africa andAsia.

With many new solarcookingprojectsby many
organizationsin Latin Americaanda Latin American
Conferencescheduledfor nextJune,a beginningof a Latin
Americaninformation exchangenetworkis alreadyforming.

To build thesamestrength-through-collaboration
amonggroupsin equatorialEastandWestAfrica thatwant
to promotesolar cooking,SBCI is launchinga special
campaign,AFRICA NETWORKS. Wider useof solar cooking
will easeAfrica’s growingfuel shortagesandenvironmental
problems.For AFRICA NETWORKSSBCI will seekto raise
$1.4million. Pleaseconsiderbeing a pioneerdonorby
sendinga gift in anyamount earmarkedfor "AFRICA
NETWORKS." Thesefunds will be useddirectly for
activities in EastandWest Africa. Watch for more details.

T he children’scablenetwork, NICKELODEON, hasjoined Children’s EarthFundto
co-host thefirst Kids’ EarthSummitat NickelodeonStudiosin Orlando, FL on

April 16-18, 1993.Fifty studentdelegatesfrom acrossthe USA will discuss
environmentalconcernsandplan specific actionsfor their schools,communitiesand
the nation.Among the specialfeatureswill be a sessionon building a solarcookerand
a solar-cookedluncheon.SBCI volunteersDon Coan,BarbaraJodry,andBoband
HeatherLarsonwill assist.

In a companionproject, fourteenteachingkits havebeensentto schoolsoverseas.
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PRESIDENT’S
COLUMN

Recentlythe world’s attentionhasfocusedon the
plight of Somalia.Although currentproblemsthere
aremadeworseby anarchy,if peacearrived
tomorrowtherewould still be long-termecological
problemswhich are not beingaddressedin Somalia
or In manyotherpoor countriesworldwide. One of
thesecritical problemsis to provide energyfor basic
humanneedssuchascooking food.

In October 1989 I wasin Somaliato hold a
workshopon solarbox cookersaspart of a World
FoodDay pro,jectwith the U.N. Foodand
Agricultural OrganizationFAO. FAO hadestimated
that in Somaliatheremainingtrees,which were
being cut andconvertedinto charcoalto supplythe
cities with fuel, would be goneby the year2000. In
otherwords,if food is availableIn MogadishuIn the
year2000, how will peoplecook it?

Oftenwhenaid agenciesthink of food security
they overlookthe coequalneedfor energyto cook
the food. This oversighthampersotherdevelopment
efforts andcontributesto environmentalrefugees.

An energyInventoryin EastAfrica quickly reveals
only oneabundantandrenewableenergysourcein
the region- sunshine.Approximately300 daysa
year it couldbe usedto cook food andpasteurize
water In Somalia.The fateof Somalisandover 2
billion peopleworldwide depends,in part, on SBCI’s
message:with sunshineanda solarbox cookerthere
is an environmentallybenignandsustainable
alternativeto fire. Ourchallengeis to spreadthis
information worldwide andto encourageappropriate
adaptationsto localbuilding materials,recipesand
introductionstrategies.

I want to profoundly thank thehundredsof you.
who havedonatedtime, talent,andmoneyto
supportSBCI’sefforts. You sharethe vision that
thingscanbe different andunderstandthe urgent
needto makea difference.

As I startmy 16thyear of regularsolar cooking I
wish you many sunnydaysin 1993.

- Bob Metcalf, Board President

SECOND WORLD
CONFERENCE

- Call for Papers
The secondWorld Conferenceon Solar CookingUse

andTechnologywill be held at the UniversidadNacional
in SanJose,CostaRica,July 12-15, 1994. Professor
ShyamS. Nandwani,Director of the Solar EnergySection
in thePhysicsDepartment,is chairingthe planning
committee.

The committeeencouragesproposalsin Englishor
Spanishfor papers , paneldiscussionsandexhibitson all
topicsrelatedto solarcookers,including technology,
uses,cultural factorsin acceptance,reportsof field
projects,healthandnutrition issues,anddissemination
strategies.Pleasesenda 100-200wordsummaryof the
presentationandthe form below to be receivedby 30
September1993. For moreinformation contactSBCI or
Dr. ShyamS. Nandwani,U. Nacional,P.O. 728,Heredia,
CostaRica, FAX 506-37-6427.

TITLE OF PRESENTATION

PRESENTERS LAST NAME FIRST NAME

FAX NUMBER WORK PHONE

HOME PHONE

ORGANIZATION! INSTITUTION

STREET ADDRESS

CITY

STATE COUNTRY ZIP CODE

Newslettertypesettingdonatedby
ImpactPublicationsof Ashland,Oregon.

Pleasesendmore informationaboutthe conference.
- I wish to present:senda separatesheetfor each

a paper - a discussion - a workshop
- a display - audiovisualmaterials

on thesubjectof:
Solarcookertheoretical models,computersimulation

technology.adaptalionsfor diverseapplications
_Cultural,nutritionaland economicissuesof solarcooking
_Disseminationstrategies
_Variedusesof solarcookers

Other:________


