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LATIN AMERICAN
NEWS

Asked if her family had problems getting
cooking fuel Dona Elena answered, “When we
can't get wood we just stop cooking.” Elena
was one of 220 women interviewed in
Honduras and Belize as the first activity of a
three-year partnership project funded by the
Thrasher Research Fund involving SBCI,
Katalysis, Belize Enterprise for Sustainable
Technology and Organizacion de Desarollo
Empresarial Feminin (ODEF), a women's
village banking program in Honduras.
Shortages of wood and high costs of other
fuels in Honduras often make cooking
difficult. Many interviewed had heard of solar
cooking and were eager to learn more. Even
low-cost supplies to build a cooker are hard on
their household budgets, but one group of
ODEF women set up a mini-loan fund to buy
materials to build cookers and pay for them
over several months. In both countries
schools are starting to teach solar cooking.
Both BEST and ODEF have developed solar
cooking recipes for local foods and are refining
methods to make cookers from adobe and
wood to withstand high humidity.

SEEKING SITES FOR
HOUSEHOLD

SURVEYS

Groups that began introducing solar cooking
two or more years ago and have reached at least
fifty households may be eligible for funding from
SBCI for household interviews similar to those
done through BEST and ODEF in Central America
(see “Latin America News”). Many projects are too
brief and most don't have funds to evaluate results,
but apparent failures can teach us as much as
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successes. SBCI pools and shares the wisdom
from past promotion efforts so others don't have to
“reinvent wheels.” If you know of projects that
might qualify please send a brief description to
SBCI immediately, attention Bev Blum.

* NOT TO BE MISSED *

WORLD CONFERENCE
ON SOLAR COOKING
USE AND TECHNOLOGY

June 19-20 at the University of the Pacific
in Stockton, California. There will be papers
from four continents on diverse technologies
and on patterns of spread of solar cooking
around the world, exhibits, an Educators’
Roundtable, geographical group discussions,
and video showings. SBCI's Fifth Anniversary
Dinner will be held Friday evening, June 19.
See early registration flyer enclosed.

Can you help us identify these women?
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Q: What do the following have in common?

- teachers from Kenya, Singapore, Tanzania,
and Guatemala,

- “Fringedwellers of the Swan Valley” - a
community of Australian aborigines,

- a group of missionaries in the Congo,

- a women's self-help health organization in
Lesotho, '

- a community education program in Chile,
- the Central Tibetan Planning Council,
- a relief project in Honduras,

- the International Women'’s Development
Assoc. of Australia,

- a development organization in Bolivia, and

- individuals in Kenya, Philippines,
Trinidad, New Zealand, Belize, Indonesia
and Mexico

A: We found requests for information from all
of the above when we tallied one week’s mail to
SBCI for 7th Presbyterian Church school
students in Cincinnati, Ohio, who donated
their mission offering of $157. We're glad
we're able to fill information requests from all
over the world.

Each week's mail brings other requests we
aren't yet able to fill — requests for onsite
training and ongoing consultation from small
organizations in far corners of the earth. We
also receive joyful letters reporting enthusiastic
responses to solar cooking demonstrations as
well as letters of frustration, where eager
efforts to introduce solar cooking have not
yielded immediate results. These latter letters
remind us that the simple technology of solar
cooking is only a small part of effective
information exchange needed to empower more
people who may benefit most from solar
cooking.

This year we are gathering information from
places where solar cooking has been known at

least two years ago to fifty or more
households. Household interviews and
questionnaires to leaders of the local
organizations involved in small, community-
based educational efforts will gather the
wisdom of these first-hand experiences and
help others avoid the costs of “reinventing the
same wheels.” If you know of such projects
please contact SBCI. (See also “SEEKING
SITES FOR SURVEYS.”)

Many of these projects will be reported on
at the World Conference in June. Hope to see
you there.

BEV BLUM, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

HISTORIC
ENVIRONMENTAL

CONFERENCE

Eight women leaders of solar cooking projects
made solar cooking highly visible at the first
international gathering of women environmental
leaders, sponsored by the U.N. Environmental
Program (UNEP). Five hundred women, including
218 from grassroots programs, discussed a wide
variety of environmental problems and solutions;
of 36 presentors on energy, three reported on
solar cooking projects: Didi Contractor from
India, Vilma Soto from Costa Rica and Claudette
Wilmot from Jamaica.

They and five other solar cooking activists
- Nandini Ghandi from India, Fitri Aini from
Indonesia, Leonarda Camacho from the
Philippines, and Dr. Barbara Knudson and
Bev Blum from SBCI - met briefly for a first-
ever worldwide meeting. They agreed, “It's
nice to be one of the solutions to the world's
environmental concerns, especially since solar
cooking is useful and convenient for rich and
poor alike.” They also helped with three
workshops and an exhibit by SBCI which
drew keen interest, and several were
interviewed for a Miami news feature on solar
cooking,




